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This is on the supposition that the government
would suffer my presence there; for Father harding,
the superior in philadelphia,® wrote me last autumn
that there were warnings and signs that the jesuits
were about to be treated in england as in france,
spain, portugal, and prussia, and he bade me fare-
well, fearing that he would have no other opportunity
of doing so. Why am I not a great enough enemy
of the devil to deserve such a treatment for the 3rd
time? I forgot last year to ask you whether in the
public prayers, at the benediction, etc., The orison
pro rege, etc., is said, and the 7¢ deum, if occasion
arise. The question is asked Whether,— this has not
hitherto happened,—when oaths are administered,
roman catholics can swear on the protestant bible,
owing to the falsities in it, etc. The protestants are
often present at our holy mysteries, masses, and
benedictions, standing during the time of the
adoration, Elevation, and Benediction of the blessed
sacrament, and also when it is carried to the sick, etc.
The first two commandants, Messieurs Sterling and
farmar,® [i/legible word in MS.] prayer, had forbidden
their people to attend our prayers,—at least, unless
they were willing to do as the roman catholics did.
You can perhaps obtain the same order from the
government. Our last two commandants in no wise
resemble the first two. They forbade me to marry
any one without a license, for which Mr. Reed
charged 6 piasters,— five being for him, and one for
his secretary. The present one charges only for the
secretary. Is it the custom in Canada not to marry
Catholics without the permission of the magistrate,
or of the commandant who fills his office?
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